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Amcndinciits to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior version, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1.-7. (canceled) 

8. (original) A method for policy based accounting in an Multi-Protocol Label 
Switched network, the method comprising: 

receiving a label switched path (LSP) signaling message at a first packet forwarding 

device; 

accessing a policy table to identify a billing party associated with the signaling message; 
forwarding the signaling message to a second downstream packet forwarding device only 
subsequent to identifying the associated billing party in the policy table. 

9. (original) The method for policy based accounting of claim 8, further comprising 
retuming a message to a source of the packet to be forwarded indicating a failed transmission if 
the policy table does not identify a billing party associated with the packet. 

10. (original) The method for policy based accounting of claim 8, further comprising 
transmitting an authorization request message associated with the packet and only forwarding the 
packet subsequent to receiving an authorization approval message associated vAth the packet. 
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1 1 . (original) The method for policy based accounting of claim 8, the method further 
comprising: 

determining whether the billing party requires authorization before forwarding the 

packet; 

transmitting an authorization request message associated with the packet; 
forwarding the packet only subsequent to receiving an authorization approval message associated 
with the packet. 

12. (original) The method for policy based accounting of claim 8, further comprising 
transmitting the recorded data to a network management computer. 

13. (original) The method for policy based accounting of claim 8, wherein the policy 
table comprises a table identifying a billing party for a particular set of circumstances associated 
with the packet. 

14. (currently amended) A packet forwarding device, comprising: 

a port interface for receiving a lahel siwitrheH path (T .SP) <;igna1ing me<;s;age data packet ; 

and 

a policy engine including a policy table for determining a billing party associated with the 
signah'ng mes;<;age wherein the <;ign?i1ing message is forwarHed to f\ ^ecnnd Hnwn<;trefim packet 
forwarding Heviee only snhseqnent to identifying t he assnri ated hilling party in the policy table 

da t a packe t based on hiforma t ion included in the data packet . 

15. (original) The packet forwarding device of claim 14, wherein the policy table 



-3- 



Attorney Docket: Ml 1640/267 IP 

includes rules identifying a billing party and a payment mechanism for different data packets. 

16. (original) The packet forwarding device of claim 14, further comprising: 
a memory; 

a classifier engine for recording statistics associated with data packets forwarded by the 
packet forwarding device to the memory, each statistic identifying the associated billing party. 

17. (original) The packet forwarding device of claim 16, further comprising a billing 
engine for transmitting information including at least a portion of the recorded statistics to a 
remote computer. 

18. (original) The packet forwarding device of claim 14 further comprising a user 
interface to permit the policy table to be modified from a remote computer. 

19. (original) The packet forwarding device of claim 14, wherein the table identifies 
a first payment mechanism for a first set of data packets and a second payment mechanism for 
the second set of data packets, the first payment mechanism being different from the second 
payment mechanism. 

20. (currently amended) The packet forwarding device of claim 14, wherein the table 
identifies the destination of the data packet as the billing party for at least one set of data packets. 

21. (original) The packet forwarding device of claim 14, wherein the table identifies 
a source from which authorization must be received before forwarding an associated data packet. 
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22. (original) The packet forwarding device of claim 14, wherein the table identifies 
the billing party based at least in part on a current time of day. 

23. (currently amended) A packet forwarding device, comprising: 

means for receiving a label switch path (T.SP) signaling message at a first packet 
forwarHing Hevire pnrlce t t n he fn i ^a i rlerl nve i a ne t work ; 

means for accessing a policy table to identify a billing party associated with the signaling 
message packet; 

means for forwarding the signalling mRs;<;age tn f\ ^ernnd d(^^^m<^iref^rr^ pnrket forwarding 
device only <;nK<;eqnPint to identifying the a<;5;oci?^ted hilling party in the policy table pai-ket only i f 
the policy table ideniifies a billing party associated with the packet; 

means for recording data corresponding with the forwaiding of the packe t and t he 
associated billing paity . 

24. (canceled) 

25. (original) A system for policy based accounting in an Multi-Protocol Label 
Switched network, the system comprising: 

means for receiving a label switched path (LSP) signaling message at a first packet 
forwarding device; 

means for accessing a policy table to identify a billing party associated with the signaling 
message; 

means for forwarding the signaling message to a second downstream packet forwarding 
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device only subsequent to identifying the associated billing party in the policy table. 

26. (original) A computer-readable medium comprising program instructions for 
causing a data processor to execute a method comprising: 

receiving a label switched path (LSP) signaling message at a first packet forwarding 

device; 

accessing a policy table to identify a billing party associated with the signaling message; 
forwarding the signaling message to a second downstream packet forwarding device only 
subsequent to identifying the associated billing party in the policy table. 
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